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o Read the text and make the headline to each paragraph:

KIEVAN RUS (988-1230)

The medieval state of Kievan Rus'was the predecessor of Russia, Belarus
and Ukraine and their respective cultures (including architecture). The great
churches of Kievan Rus', built after the adoption of Christianity in 988, were the
first examples of monumental architecture in the East Slavic region. The
architectural style of the Kievan state, which quickly established itself, was
strongly influenced by Byzantine architecture. Early Eastern Orthodox churches
were mainly built from wood, with their simplest form known as a cell church.
Major cathedrals often featured many small domes, which has led some art
historians to infer how the pagan Slavic temples may have appeared.

Saint Sophia Cathedral in Novgorod (1044-52), on the other hand,
expressed a new style which exerted a strong influence on Russian church
architecture. Its austere thick walls, small, narrow windows, and helmeted
cupolas have much in common with the Romanesque architecture of Western
Europe. Further departures from the Byzantine model are evident in succeeding
Novgorod cathedrals: St Nicholas' (1113), St Anthony's (1117-19), and St
George's (1119). The secular architecture of Kievan Rus' has barely survived.
Until the 20th century only the Golden Gates of Vladimir, despite much 18th-
century restoration, could be regarded as an authentic monument of the pre-
Mongol period. During the 1940s, archaeologist Nikolai Voronin discovered the
well-preserved remains of Andrei Bogolyubsky's palace in Bogolyubovo (dating
from 1158 to 1165).

The city of Novgorod preserved its architecture during the Mongol
invasion. The first churches were commissioned by the princes; however, after
the 13th century merchants, guilds and communities began to commission
cathedrals. The citizens of 13th-century Novgorod were noted for their
shrewdness, diligence and prosperity, expanding from the Baltic to the White
Sea. The architecture in Novgorod did not begin to flourish until the turn of the
12th century. The Novgorod Sophia cathedral was modeled after the original
Saint Sophia Cathedral in Kiev; it is similar in appearance but smaller, narrower
and (in a development of North Russian architecture) onion-shaped domes
replace cupolas. Construction was supervised by workmen from Kiev, who also
imported bricks. The primary building materials were fieldstone and undressed
limestone blocks. It is said that the interiors were painted in frescoes, which
have now vanished. The doors were made of bronze.

The katholikon of Yuriev Monastery was commissioned in 1119 by
Prince Vsevolod Mstislavovich. The architect was known as Master Peter, one
of the few architects who have been recorded at this time in Russia. The exterior
is characterized by narrow windows and double-recessed niches, which proceed
in a thythm across the facade; the interior walls reach a height of 20 metres
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(66 ft). Its pillars are closely spaced, emphasizing the height of the vaulted
ceilings. The interior was covered in frescoes from the prince’s workshops,
including some of the rarest Russian paintings of the time.

The Church of the Transfiguration of the Savior was a memorial to Ilya
Muromets. During the Mongol invasion, Ilya was reputed to have saved the city;
the church was built in his honor on Elijah Street in 1374. During this time the
city-state of Novgorod established a separate district for the princes, subdividing
the city into a series of streets where the church still stands. The church
windows are more detailed, the niches deeper and the dome (seen in larger
cathedrals) is augmented by a pitched roof.

Another church closely resembling the Church of the Transfiguration is
the Church of Saints Peter and Paul in Kozhevniki. It was constructed in 1406,
and the primary difference is in building material. The detail is focused on the
west and south facades. New ornamental motifs in the brick appear at this time.
Brick was also used for the pilasters which delineate the facade. It was originally
plastered, but underwent restoration after it was damaged during World War II.
Its apse points towards the river, which provides a welcome sight for ships
approaching from the Baltic. The shingled roof resembles the bochka roofs
popular at the time. The walls were built from local quarry stone, which
contrasted with the red bricks. The ground plan of the church is almost square
with four pillars, one apse and one dome.

From"Architecture: Kievan Rus and Russia"

Golden Gate in Vladimir
in Novgorod
Vocabulary
® predecessor — MPeIIIECTBEHHUK workshop -mactepckas
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¢ Christianity —XpUCTHaHCTBO recessed - BCTPOCHHBIM

e cell - obuTenn pillar - komonHa

¢ dome — kymon vaulted - cBogUaThIit

* helmet - nutem pitched roof — kpyTasikpsbiiia
® secular — cBeTckumit brick - kupnuy

* shrewdness — TOHKOCTh pilaster —musicTpa

® onion-shaped — myxoBHUYHOI POpPMBI to plaster - mTykaTypuTh

¢ fieldstone — MIUTHAK apse - arncujia

¢ undressed — HEOOpaOOTAHHBIM quarry - Kapbep

* limestone - U3BECTHSK to vanish — ucueszatpb

EXERCISES

¢ Insert English words instead of Russian ones:

1. The great churches of Kievan Rus' were built after the adoption of
(Xpuctuanctpo) in 988.

2. The interiors were painted in frescoes, which have now (yrepsiHbr).

3. (Kymomn) is augmented by a pitched roof.

4. The primary building materials were fieldstone and (HeoOpabGoTaHHBII)
limestone blocks.

5. (Kupniua) was also used for the pilasters which delineate the facade.

6. The exterior is characterized by narrow windows and double-(BcTpoeHHBIC)
niches.

¢ Comprehension.
Are the following statements concerning the text true or false?
1.The architectural style of the Kievan state was strongly influenced by
European architecture.
2. The secular architecture of Kievan Rus' has barely survived.
3. Early Eastern Orthodox churches were mainly built from stone.
4. The ground plan of the church is almost rectangular with four pillars.
5. Major cathedrals often featured one big dome.

* Find in the text the sentences containing:
1. ... as a cell church.
2. ... 1n arhythm across the fagade...
3. ... resembles the bochka roofs...
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4. ... from local quarry stone...
5. ...frescoes from the prince’s workshops...

Look through the text again and complete the following sentences.

1. The architectural style of the Kievan state was strongly influenced by ...

architecture.

2. The first churches were ... by the princes.

3. It is said that the interiors were painted in frescoes, which have now ... .
4. The exterior is characterized by narrow windows and double ... niches.
5. New ornamental motifs in ... appear at this time.

6. The walls were built from local ... stone.

e Using the vocabulary:

- give English equivalents to the following:

predecessor of Russia, adoption of Christianity, Orthodox churches, to be built
from wood, small dome, Slavic temple, a strong influence, austere wall, narrow
window, helmeted cupolas, secular architecture, workmen from Kiev, to import

brick
- give Russian equivalents to the following:
BCTPOEHHBIE HMIIM, MAcTEpPCKas XYyJO0XKHUKA, BBICOKAs KOJIOHHA, CBOJYATHIN

IIOTOJIOK, IITYKATYPUTb CTCHY, CBCTCKHUC MAHCPLI, KPyTaA KpPbIlld, CTPOUTH U3

KUpIHUYa, HCYe3aTh M3 BHUJA, JOCTHUTHYTh BbICOTBI B 30 METpOB, CTEHBI
WMHTEPhEPA, Pa3JesATh TOPOJ] HA YIUIIbI, FOKHBIN (haca

* Find in the text and put down some words and word combinations
which can be used to speak about the special features of Kievan’Rus

architecture.

¢ Increase your vocabulary. Make up the sentences of your own

using the words above.
¢ Read the text and make the headline to each paragraph:

Early Muscovite period (1230-1530).

The Mongols looted the country so thoroughly that even capitals (such as
Moscow or Tver) could not afford new stone churches for more than half a
century. Novgorod and Pskov escaped the Mongol yoke, however, and
evolved into successful commercial republics; dozens of medieval churches
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(from the 12th century and after) have been preserved in these towns. The
churches of Novgorod (such as the Saviour-on-Ilyina-Street, built in 1374),
are steep-roofed and roughly carved; some contain magnificent medieval
frescoes. The tiny and picturesque churches of Pskov feature many novel
elements: corbel arches, church porches, exterior galleries and bell towers.
All these features were introduced by Pskov masons to Muscovy, where they
constructed numerous buildings during the 15th century (including the
Deposition Church of the Moscow Kremlin (1462) and the Holy Spirit
Church of the Holy Trinity Lavra, built in 1476).

The 14th-century churches of Muscovy are few, and their ages are
disputed. Typical monuments—found in Nikolskoe (near Ruza, possibly
from the 1320s) and Kolomna (possibly from the second decade of the 14th
century)—are diminutive single-domed fortified churches, built of roughly
hewn ("wild") stone and capable of withstanding brief sieges. By the
construction of the Assumption Cathedral in Zvenigorod (possibly in 1399),
Muscovite masons regained the mastery of pre-Mongol builders and solved
some of the construction problems which had puzzled their predecessors.
Signature monuments of early Muscovite architecture are found in the Holy
Trinity Lavra (1423), Savvin Monastery of Zvenigorod (possibly 1405) and
St. Andronik Monastery in Moscow (1427).

By the end of the 15th century Muscovy was so powerful state that its
prestige required magnificent, multi-domed buildings on a par with the pre-
Mongol cathedrals of Novgorod and Vladimir. As Russian masters were
unable to build anything like them, Ivan III invited Italian masters from
Florence and Venice. They reproduced ancient Vladimir structures in three
large cathedrals in the Moscow Kremlin, and decorated them with Italian
Renaissance motifs. These ambitious Kremlin cathedrals (among them the
Dormition and Archangel Cathedrals) were imitated throughout Russia
during the 16th century, with new edifices tending to be larger and more
ornate than their predecessors (for example, the Hodegetria Cathedral of
Novodevichy Convent from the 1520s).

Apart from churches, many other structures date from Ivan IIl's reign.
These include fortifications (Kitai-gorod, the Kremlin (its current towers
were built later), [Ivangorod), towers (Ivan the Great Bell Tower) and palaces
(the Palace of Facets and the Uglich Palace). The number and variety of
extant buildings may be attributed to the fact that Italian architects persuaded
Muscovites to abandon prestigious, expensive and unwieldy limestone for
much cheaper and lighter brick as the principal construction material.

From “Russian art and architecture”
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Spasskaya Tower _in Moscow

Ivan The Great Bell Tower

Vocabulary
e yoke- wro to abandon — oTKa3bIBaTHCS OT
® to loot — rpaOuTh, TOTPOMHUTH unwieldy - rpomo3akuit
e arch —apka edifice - 3manue
e corbel — mosicok fortification - ykperuienue
¢ bell tower —KOJIOKOJILHSA palace - nBoperr
® mMason — KaMEHIIUK to persuade - yoexxnaThb
® hewn — BbICEYCHHBIH to withstand - mpoTuBOCTOATH
¢ builder — cTpourens to attribute —mpunUCHIBaTH
EXERCISES

® Choose words above to put into the sentences below:

l.
2.

SNV I SN

New ... are larger and more ornate than their predecessors.

Corbel arches and bell towers were introduced by Pskov ... to
Muscovy.

Novgorod and Pskov escaped the Mongol ... .

Typical monuments are built of roughly ... stone.

The fortified churches were capable of ... brief sieges.

Italian architects persuaded Muscovites ... prestigious, expensive and
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unwieldy limestone.

e Using the Vocabulary:

- give Russian equivalent to the following:
to loot the country, experienced mason, medieval builder, corbel arch, beautiful
bell tower, to escape the yoke, church porches, exterior galleries, tall edifice, to
persuade the client

- give English equivalent to the following:
MOIIIHOE YKpEIUIEHHWEe, TPOTUBOCTOSITh Bpary, yOekKIaTh HApyra, OIBITHBINA
CTPOUTENb, CPEIHEBEKOBBIM KaMEHIIWMK, BBICEUYCHHBIM KAaMEHb, POCKOIIHBIN
JBOpELl, TPOMO3JKHI MaTtepuai, AEPEBSIHHOE 3aHNUE, OTKA3bIBATHCA OT CTaphIX
yOEXKICHU.

¢ Increase your vocabulary. Make up the sentences of your own using the
words above.

Develop the following ideas. Use the words from the text.

1. The tiny and picturesque churches of Pskov feature many novel elements.

2. Muscovite masons solved some of the construction problems which had
puzzled their predecessors.

3. New edifices tended to be larger and more ornate than their predecessors.

¢ Read and ask 5 general questions to the text.

Middle Muscovite period (1530-1630)

In the 16th century, the key development was the introduction of the
tented roof 'in brick architecture. Tent-like roof construction is thought to have
originated in northern Russia, since it prevented snow from piling up® on
wooden buildings during long winters. In wooden churches (even modern ones),
this type of roof has been very popular. The first tent-like brick church is the
Ascension church in Kolomenskoe (1531), designed to commemorate the birth
of Ivan the Terrible. Its design gives rise to speculation; it is likely that this style
(never found in other Orthodox countries) symbolized the ambition of the
nascent Russian state and the liberation of Russian art from Byzantine canons
after Constantinople's fall to the Turks.

Tented churches were popular during the reign of Ivan the Terrible. Two
prime examples dating from his reign employ several tents of exotic shapes and
colors, arranged in an intricate design: the Church of St John the Baptist in
Kolomenskoye (1547) and Saint Basil's Cathedral on Red Square (1561). The
latter church unites nine tented roofs in a striking circular composition.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Limestone
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red_Square
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Basil's_Cathedral
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kolomenskoye
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ivan_the_Terrible
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constantinople
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ivan_the_Terrible
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kolomenskoe
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tented_roof
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Porch

Iberian Gate and Chapel in Moscow _Church of the Ascension in Kolomenskoe

Notes:
'tented roof — manaro4nas Kpbiiia
*to pile up — B3rpOMO3ANUTH, CHOCUTE

Read the text and make the headline to each paragraph:

Late Muscovite period (1630-1712).

After the Time of Troubles the church and state were bankrupt, unable to
finance any construction works; an initiative was taken by rich merchants in
Yaroslavl, on the Volga. During the 17th century, they built many large
cathedral-type churches with five onion-like cupolas, surrounding them with
tents of bell towers and aisles. At first the churches' composition was sharply
asymmetrical, with different parts balancing each other on the "scale-beam"
principle (e.g., the Church of Elijah the Prophet, 1647-50). Subsequently the
Yaroslavl churches were strictly symmetrical, with cupolas taller than the
building itself, and amply decorated with polychrome tiles (e.g., the Church of
John the Chrysostom on the Volga, 1649-54). A zenith of Volga architecture
was reached in the Church of St John the Baptist (built 1671-87)—the largest in
Yaroslavl, with 15 cupolas and more than 500 frescoes. The brick exterior of the
church, from the cupolas down to the tall porches, was elaborately carved and
decorated with tiles.

The 17th-century Moscow churches are also profusely decorated, but they
are much smaller in size. Earlier in the century, the Muscovites still favoured
tent-like constructions. The chief object of their admiration was the
"Miraculous" Assumption Church in Uglich (1627): it had three graceful tents in
a row, reminiscent of three burning candles. This composition was extravagantly
employed in the Hodegetria Church of Vyazma (1638) and the Nativity Church
at Putinki, Moscow (1652). Assuming that such constructions ran counter to the
traditional Byzantine type, the Patriarch Nikon declared them un-canonical. He

10
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encouraged building elaborate ecclesiastical residences (such as the Rostov
Kremlin on the Nero Lake which featured five tall churches, many towers,
palaces, and chambers). Nikon designed his new residence at the New Jerusalem
Monastery which was dominated by a rotunda-like cathedral, the first of its type
in Russia.

Since the tents were banned, the Muscovite architects had to replace them
with successive rows of corbel arches (kokoshniki), and this decorative element
was to become a hallmark of 17th-century Moscow flamboyant style. An early
example of the flamboyant style is the Kazan Cathedral on Red Square (1633—
36). By the end of the century, more than 100 churches in the fiery style were
erected in Moscow, and perhaps as many again in the neighbouring region.
Among the more splendid examples are the Moscow churches of the Holy
Trinity at Nikitniki (1653), St Nicholas at Khamowvniki (1682), and Holy Trinity
at Ostankino (1692). Probably the most representative flamboyant-style
structure was the Church of St Nicholas (the "Grand Cross") in the Kitai-gorod,
brutally destroyed at Stalin's behest.

As Russian architecture degenerated into the purely decorative, it was also
influenced by the Polish and Ukrainian Baroque. The first baroque churches
were small chapels built on the Naryshkin family estates near Moscow, so the
name of Naryshkin baroque is often applied to this style. Some of these churches
are tower-like, with cubic and octagonal floors placed atop each other (the
Saviour Church at Ubory, 1697); others have a ladder-like composition, with a
bell tower rising above the church itself (the Intercession Church at Fili, 1695).
The Baroque and flamboyant-style decoration is often so profuse that the church
seems to be the work of a jeweler rather than a mason (e.g., the Trinity Church
at Lykovo, 1696). Perhaps the most delightful example of the Naryshkin
baroque was the multi-domed Assumption Church on the Pokrovka Street in
Moscow (built 1696-99, demolished 1929). Its architect was also responsible for
the "red and white" reconstruction of several Moscow monastic structures,
notably the Novodevichy Convent and the Donskoy Monastery.

The Baroque style quickly spread throughout Russia, gradually replacing
more traditional and canonical architecture. The Stroganov merchants sponsored
construction of majestic Baroque structures in Nizhny Novgorod (the Nativity
Church, 1703) and in the remote tundra region (the Presentation Cathedral in
Solvychegodsk, 1693). During the first decades of the 18th century, some
remarkable Baroque cathedrals were built in such eastern towns as Kazan,
Solikamsk, Verkhoturye, Tobolsk and Irkutsk. Also interesting are the
traditional wooden churches by carpenters of the Russian North. Working
without hammer and nails, they constructed such bizarre structures as the 24-
domed Intercession Church at Vytegra (1708, burnt down 1963) and the 22-
domed Transfiguration Church at Kizhi (1714).

From “Landmarks of Russian Architecture”
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Palace of the Patriarch of Moscow Cathedral of the Resurrection

Vocabulary

merchant — kymery flamboyant - miameneronui
to surround — OKpyXaTb behest — npukazanue, 3aBeT
aisle — 6okoBoIi Hed octagonal - BOCBMUYTOJIbHBIN
beam - Oanka ladder - nectaumna
amply — Hars AHO carpenter - IJIOTHUK
tile — muMTKa hammer - monoT
assumption — yCIieHHE nail -rBo3/1b
rotunda — poToHaa intercession - 3aCTYITHHYECTBO
toban — Hanarathb 3amnper profuse — oOMIbHBIN, OOTaThIN
hallmark —otnuuuTensHas yepra jeweler —toBenup

EXERCISES

¢ Insert English words instead of Russian ones:

1. After the Time of Troubles an initiative was taken by rich (xymusl) in
Yaroslavl.

2. The architects (okpyxats) the churches with tents of bell towers and aisles.

3. The corbel arches (kokoshniki) were to become (oTnuuutensbHas yepta) of
17th-century Moscow flamboyant style.

4. The traditional wooden churches were built by (mmotHuku) of the Russian
North.
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5. An early example of the (mnameneromuii) style is the Kazan Cathedral on Red
Square.
6. The church seems to be the work of (roBemup) rather than a mason.

* Replace the underlined words (A) by their contextual synonyms (B):
(A)

1. The cathedral is amply decorated with polychrome tiles.

2. The carpenters constructed the bizarre structures.

3. The Rostov Kremlin on the Nero Lake featured five tall churches.

4. The name of Naryshkin baroque is often applied to this style.

5. The cupolas were taller than the building itself.

6. They built many large cathedral-type churches.

(B) built, used, kind, edifice, ornamented, high

¢ Find in the text and put down some words and word combinations
which can be used to speak about the special features of late Muscovite
period.

¢ Find evidence in text to support these statements:

1. During the 17th century, the merchants built many large cathedral-type
churches with onion-like cupolas.

2. The 17th-century Moscow churches are profusely decorated.

3. The corbel arches (kokoshniki) became a hallmark of 17th-century Moscow
flamboyant style.

® Read the text and give the headline to each paragraph.

Imperial Russia (1712-1917).

In 1712, Peter I of Russia moved the capital from Moscow to St
Petersburg, which he planned to design in the Dutch style usually called Petrine
baroque. Its major monuments include the Peter and Paul Cathedral and
Menshikov Palace. During the reign of Empress Anna and Elizaveta Petrovna,
Russian architecture was dominated by the luxurious baroque style of
Bartolomeo Rastrelli; Rastrelli's signature buildings include the Winter Palace,
the Catherine Palace and the Smolny Cathedral. Other distinctive monuments of
the Elizabethan Baroque are the bell tower of the Troitse-Sergiyeva Lavra and
the Red Gate.

Catherine the Great dismissed Rastrelli and patronized neoclassical
architects invited from Scotland and Italy. Some representative buildings from
her reign are the Alexander Palace (by Giacomo Quarenghi) and the Trinity
Cathedral of the Alexander Nevsky Lavra (by Ivan Starov). During Catherine's
reign, the Russian Gothic Revival style was developed by Vasily Bazhenov and
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Matvei Kazakov in Moscow. Alexander I of Russia favoured the Empire style,
which became de facto the only style of his period, evidenced by the Kazan
Cathedral, the Admiralty building, the Bolshoi Theatre, St [saac's Cathedral, and
the Narva Triumphal Gates in Saint Petersburg. The Empire style's influence
was even greater in Moscow, which had to rebuild thousands of houses
destroyed by the fire of 1812.

In the 1830s Nicholas I eased regulation in architecture, opening the trade
to several incarnations of early eclecticism. Konstantin Ton's pseudo-Russian
designs became the preferred choice in church construction (Cathedral of Christ
the Saviour, 1832-1883), while his public buildings followed Renaissance
tradition, exemplified in the Great Kremlin Palace (1838—49) and the Kremlin
Armoury (1844-1851). The subsequent reigns of Alexander II and Alexander III
promoted a Russian Byzantine revival in church architecture, while civil
construction followed the same variety of eclectisicm common in all European
countries; this featured ever-growing national revival trends, vernacular and
imaginary (Pogodin's Hut and the State Historical Museum in Moscow, for
example).

Between 1895 and 1905 architecture was briefly dominated by Art
Nouveau, most active in Moscow (Lev Kekushev, Fyodor Schechtel and
William Walcot). While it remained a popular choice until the outbreak of
World War II, in 1905-1914 it gave way to the Russian neoclassical revival—

merging the Empire style and palladian tradition with contemporary
construction technology.

From “Petrine Baroque and Russian Revival architecture”

Saint Michael’s Castle Bolshoi Theatre

Vocabulary
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luxurious —pOCKOLIHBIH imaginary — BooOpaxaeMblii

to dismiss — yBOJIbHSTb civil - rpaxxnanckuit

design — npoekT outbreak — BcrbIIIKa, BOCCTaHUE
armoury - OpyKeWHbIN contemporary - COBpEMECHHBIN
vernacular — HapOJIHbII, MECTHBIN trade - ToproBis

incarnation —BOIUJIOIIEHUE to promote - ciocoOCTBOBaTh

to destroy - paspymarh to merge — 0ObCAMHSATD

e Choose words above to put into the sentences below:

1.Russian architecture was dominated by ... baroque style of Bartolomeo
Rastrelli.

2. Thousands of houses were ... by the fire of 1812.

3. Konstantin Ton's pseudo-Russian ... became the preferred choice in church
construction.

4.Art Nouveau remained a popular choice until ... of World War II.

5.In the 1830s Nicholas I eased regulation in architecture, opening ... to several
incarnations of early eclecticism.

EXERCISES

¢ Replace the underlined words (A) by their contextual synonyms (B):
(A)
1. Catherine the Great patronized neoclassical architects invited from Scotland
and Italy.
2. The subsequent reigns of Alexander II and Alexander III promoted a Russian
Byzantine revival in church architecture.
3. The Empire style's influence was greater in Moscow.
4. The architect had to rebuild thousands of houses.
5. Konstantin Ton's pseudo-Russian designs became the preferred choice in
church construction.
6. The Empire style and palladian tradition are combined with contemporary
construction technology.

(B) to reconstruct, merged, facilitated, projects, effect, favored

e Using the vocabulary:
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- give English equivalents to the following:

WHTEPECHBIA TMPOEKT, COBPEMEHHAasi TEXHOJOTUS, OOBEIUHATh CTWIb H
TPaJULUIO, YBOJBHATh pabOuyero, pPOCKOIIHBIMA JBOpEl, MECTHBbIH OObIYa,
pa3pyliath cTapble 10Ma, ClIoCOOCTBOBATh PAa3BUTHIO, IEPECTPAUBATh LIEPKOBb

- give Russian equivalents to the following:

to design in the Dutch style, major monuments, the Empire style's influence,
destroyed by the fire, luxurious object, several incarnations, civil construction,
vernacular trends popular choice, the outbreak of World War II

® Find in the text and put down 10-12 words and word combinations
which can be used to speak about the special features of Imperial
period.

*  Look through the text again and find some facts which were quite new
to you and some facts which were already known to you.

¢ Read the text and give the headline to each paragraph.

Post-Revolution (1917-1932).

In the first year of Soviet rule all architects refusing to emigrate (and the
new generation) denounced any classical heritage in their work and began to
propagate formalism, the most influential of all Revivalist themes. Great plans
were drawn for large, technically advanced cities. The most ambitious of all was
the Tower of the Third Internationale, planned in 1919 by Vladimir Tatlin
(1885-1953)—a 400-meter spiral, wound around a tilted central axis with
rotating glass chambers. Impossible in real life, the Tatlin Tower inspired a
generation of constructivist architects in Russia and abroad. The Shukhov
Tower, rising 160 metres (520 ft) above Moscow, was completed in 1922.
According to the initial plans the Hyperboloid Tower by Vladimir Shukhov
(with a height of 350 metres (1,150 ft) had an estimated mass of 2,200 tonnes
(2,200,000 kg), while the Eiffel Tower in Paris (with a height of 350 metres
(1,150 ft)) weighs 7,300 tonnes (7,300,000 kg). An important priority during the
post-revolutionary period was the mass reconstruction of cities. In 1918 Alexey
Shchusev (1873-1949) and Ivan Zholtovsky founded the Mossovet
Architectural Workshop, where the complex planning of Moscow's
reconstruction as a new Soviet capital took place. The workshop employed
young architects who later emerged as avant-garde leaders. At the same time
architectural education, concentrated in the Vkhutemas, was divided between
revivalists and modernists.
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In 1919 Petrograd saw a similar planning and educational setup, headed
by experienced revivalist Ivan Fomin (1872-1936). Other cities followed suit,
and the results of the work carried out there were to make dramatic changes in
traditional Russian city layout. The first large-scale development templates were
drawn there. The city was planned as a series of new wide avenues, massive
public structures and the improvement of workers' housing with heat and
plumbing. The first apartment building of this period was completed in 1923,
followed by a surge of public-housing construction in 1925-1929.

In Petrograd from 1917 to 1919 the first example of the new style was
built on the Field of Mars— a monument, "Strugglers of the Revolution",
designed by Lev Rudnev (1886—-1956). This complex consisted of a series of
simple, expressive granite monoliths and became the focal point for further
development in Soviet sculptural and memorial architecture. The most famous
construction of this time, however, was Lenin's Mausoleum by Alexey
Shchusev. Originally it was a temporary wooden structure, topped by a pyramid,
with two wings (for entry and exit). In 1930 it was replaced with the present
building, built of stone. The combination of dark red and black labradorite
enhanced its slender, precise construction.

The rapid development of technological processes and materials also
influenced constructivist elements in structure design. During the erection of the
Volkhov Hydroelectric Station (1918-26, architects O.Munts and V.Pokrovsky),
the traditional outline on the window arches is still used (despite concrete being
used in construction). The Dnieper Hydroelectric Station (1927-32), built by a
collective of architects headed by Viktor Vesnin (1882—1950), has an innovative
design featuring a curved dam with a rhythmic pattern of foundations. Creative
unions played a large role in the architectural life of 1920s Russia. One of these
was the Association of New Architects (Asnova), formed in 1923, which
promoted the idea of synthesising architecture and other creative arts to give
buildings an almost sculptural feeling. These buildings were to serve as visual
points for the orientation of a human in space. Members of Asnova also designed
Moscow's first skyscrapers, none of which were realised at the time (1923—
1926).

Another innovation from post-revolutionary Russia was a new type of
public building: the workers' club and the Palace of Culture. These became a
new focus for architects, who used the visual expression of large elements
combined with industrial motifs. The most famous of these was the Zuev Club
(1927-29) in Moscow by Ilya Golosov (1883—-1945), whose composition relied
on the dynamic contrast of simple shapes, planes, complete walls and glazed
surfaces. Symbolic expression in construction was a feature in works designed
by Konstantin Melnikov (1890-1974), notably the Rusakov Workers' Club
(1927-1929) in Moscow. Visually, the building resembles part of a gear; each of
the three cantilevered concrete "teeth" is a balcony of the main auditorium,
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which
could
be used

individually or combined into a large
theater hall. The sharpness of its composition and the "transition" of internal
space (called by Melnikov a "tensed muscle") made it one of the most important
examples of Soviet architecture.
From “Constructivist architecture”

Melnikov House Shukhov Tower

Vocabulary

to refuse — oTKa3bIBaTh
heritage — Hacnenue
totilt - HAKJTOHATH
toemerge — NOSBIATHCS
experience - OTbIT
template - maGioH
plumbing - BogompoBoA
temporary - BpeMEHHBII
sharpness - octpoTa
curved - U30rHYTHIN
pattern - obpa3ery

shape - ¢popma

surface - TOBEPXHOCTh
cantilever - KOHCOJIb
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rotating -Bpaliaroniuiics
glass - cTekso

axis - och

setup — yCTpOMCTBO, CUCTEMA
layout — nnaH, cxema

to draw — 4epTHUTDH
monument — MaMAITHUK
wing — KpbLIO

to enhance — moBbIIaThH
dam — mamba

skyscraper — HeOockpeO
to glaze — oCTEKIUTH
gear — MEXaHU3M
concrete —0eToH
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EXERCISES

¢ Insert English words instead of Russian ones:
1.The first large-scale development (m1a6nonsr) were drawn in that time.
2. Modern architects designed Moscow's first (HeGockpeObt).
3. The Dnieper Hydroelectric Station has an innovative design featuring a
curved (mamb6a).

¢ Find in the text and put down some words and word combinations
which can be used to speak about the special features of Post-
Revolution period in architecture.

¢ Find evidence in Text B to support these statements:
1. The rapid development of technological processes and materials influenced
constructivist elements in structure design.
2. The most famous construction was Lenin's Mausoleum by Alexey Shchusev.
3. Another innovation from post-revolutionary Russia was a new type of public
building: the workers' club and the Palace of Culture.

¢ There are numerous terms used to describe the various elements of
architecture. Match the terms with the correct explanation:
® Surface, concrete, glass, axis, layout, plumbing

1. A construction material made of a mixture of cement, sand, stone, and
water

2. a straight line about which a body or geometric object rotates

3. a hard, brittle, noncrystalline, more or less transparent substance

4. the upper layer of an area of land of water

5. a system of pipes that carries water through a building

6. the formula, plan or design in which the parts of something are
arranged

¢ Read the text and give the headline to each paragraph.

Postwar Soviet Union.
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Stalinist architecture put a premium on conservative monumentalism.
During the 1930s there was rapid urbanisation as a result of Stalin's policies, and
there was an international competition to build the Palace of the Soviets in
Moscow at that time. After 1945, the focus was on both rebuilding structures
destroyed in World War II and erecting new ones: seven high-rise buildings
were built at symbolic points in the Moscow area.

The construction of Moscow University (1948—-1953), by Lev Rudnev and
associates, is particularly notable for its use of space. Another example is the
Exhibition Centre in Moscow, built for the second All-Union Agricultural
Exhibition (VSKhV) in 1954. This featured a series of pavilions, each decorated
in representative style.

Other well-known examples are the stations of the Moscow and Saint
Petersburg Metros built during the 1940s and 1950s, famous for their
extravagant design and vivid decoration. In general, Stalinist architecture
changed the appearance of many post-war cities; much survives to this day in
central avenues and public buildings.

Following Stalin's death in 1953, social and political changes rocked the
country; construction priorities and architecture were also affected. In 1955
Nikita Khrushchev, faced with the slow pace of housing construction, called for
drastic measures to accelerate the process. This involved developing new mass-
production technology and removing "decorative extras" from buildings. This
put an effective end to Stalinist architecture; however, the transition was slow.
Most projects in the planning state or under construction by 1955 were directly
affected; the result, at times, was entire areas becoming esthetically
asymmetrical.

A well-known example occurred in the postwar reconstruction of the
Ukrainian capital, Kiev, in which the planned Kreschatik avenue and its central
square (Ploschad Kalinina) were to form a single rich space enclosed by Stalinist
construction. However, as the buildings enclosing the latter were in completion,
the architects were forced to alter their plans and the area was left unfinished
until the early 1980s. In particular Hotel Ukrayina, which was to crown the
square with a look similar to one of Moscow's "Seven sisters", was left as a solid
shape without a top spire or any rich external decoration.

Nevertheless, as the buildings became more square and simple they
brought with them a new style fueled by the Space Age: functionality. The State
Kremlin Palace is an hommage to an earlier attempt to bridge rapidly changing
styles dictated by the state.

The Ostankino Tower, by Nikolai Nikitin, symbolizes technological
advances and the future. In addition to simpler buildings, the 1960s are
remembered for massive housing plans. A typical project was developed using
concrete panels to make a simple, five-story house. These Pyatietazhki became
the dominant housing construction. Although rapidly built, their quality was
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poor compared with earlier housing; their monotonous appearance contributed
to the grey and dull stereotype characteristic of socialist cities.

As the 1970s began, Leonid Brezhnev allowed architects more freedom;
soon, housing of varied design was built. Blocks of flats were taller and more
decorated; large mosaics on their sides became a feature. In nearly all cases,
these were built not as standalone construction but as part of large estates
(French: housing massif) which soon became a central feature of socialist cities.
Public buildings were built with a variety of themes. Some (like the White
House of Russia) made direct connections to earlier 1950s architecture, with a
white marble-faced exterior and large bas-reliefs on the wings.

From “Stalinist Architecture”

ChelyabinskOpera House MGUmain building
Vocabulary

policy — nonuTuka to enclose - oKpykaTh

to survive — nepexuTh, yIeIeTh to alter -u3meHsTH

exhibition — BeIcTaBKa to accelerate - yckopsTh

drastic - pELINTEIbHBIN to erect — BO3BOJIUTH

to crown — yBeHYMBaTh spire — b

homage -nmoutenue to compare — CpaBHUBATh

square — KBajpar block of flats — xwumoit mom

marble - Mmpamop to face — oOTUITOBBIBATH

estate - UMyIIIECTBO standalone —aBTOHOMHBIH

1.3. EXERCISES
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_House_of_Russia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leonid_Brezhnev
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Opera_House_in_Chelyabinsk.JPG
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Moscow_State_University_crop.jpg

® Look through the text again and complete the following statements.

1. There was an international ... to build the Palace of the Soviets in Moscow at
that time.
2. Stalinist architecture changed ... of many post-war cities.

3. The architects were forced ... their plans and the area was left unfinished
until the early 1980s.
4. The State Kremlin Palace is ... to an earlier attempt to bridge rapidly

changing styles dictated by the state.

5. In addition to simpler buildings, the 1960s are remembered for massive ...
plans.

6. The Ostankino Tower... technological advances and the future.

¢ Comprehension.
Are the following statements concerning the text true or false.

1.The focus was on both rebuilding structures and erecting new ones.
2. The Exhibition Centre in Moscow was built for the first All-Union
Agricultural Exhibition (VSKAV) in 1954.
3. Entire areas become esthetically symmetrical.
4. The 1960s are remembered for massive housing plans.
5. A typical project was developed using concrete panels to make a simple, two-
story house.
6. As the 1970s began, housing of varied design was built.

® Ask 10 general questions to the text.

¢ Read and translate the text about modern architecture.

Modern Russia

As the Soviet Union fell apart many of its projects were put on hold, and
some cancelled altogether. However, for the first time there was no longer any
control over what theme a building should have or how high it should be. As a
result, with generally improving financial conditions architecture grew at a high
rate. For the first time modern methods of skyscraper construction were
implemented; this resulted in an ambitious business centre in Moscow, Moscow
City. In other cases, architects returned to successful designs of Stalinist
architecture, which resulted in buildings like the Triumph Palace in Moscow.
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Triumph_Palace
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moscow_International_Business_Center
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moscow_International_Business_Center
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dissolution_of_the_Soviet_Union
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All-Russia_Exhibition_Centre
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ostankino_Tower
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_Kremlin_Palace
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palace_of_the_Soviets

Moscow City
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moscow_International_Business_Center
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Moscow-City_28-03-2010_2.jpg
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